
loveland, Colorado 

Community Profile - A work of Art 

Loveland, Colorado is often referred to as America's "Sweetheart City" and is located 45 miles north of 
Denver on the 1-25 corridor. Just a short drive west of the city is the Big Thompson Canyon and Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Because of the close proximity, Loveland is also nationally known for being the 
"gateway to the Rockies". 

What makes Loveland special is the small-town atmosphere and strong sense of community found nestled 
in this beautiful city at the hub of Northern Colorado, just waiting to greet you with a warm, heartfelt 
welcome. 

Loveland is nestled against the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. Its population of 67,006 makes it the 
second most populous city in Larimer County and the 14th most populous in Colorado. Loveland is a Home 
Rule Municipality offering the convenience of a small town with all the amenities of a larger city. 

With an average of 300 days of sunshine per year and low humidity, Loveland experiences pleasant weather 
year-round. There is always something happening in this community; from musical concerts, art shows, and 
theater productions to professional hockey games, community celebrations and a multitude of conventions. 
Loveland offers a variety of both indoor and outdoor 
activities enjoyable for every season. 

Every year, hundreds of Valentines are packaged inside 
larger envelopes and sent to Loveland where volunteers 
hand-stamp them with a Valentine verse and send them 
to the intended recipient. 

Outdoor enthusiasts enjoy the 27 public parks, three 
public golf courses (including the championship Mariana 
Butte), and 14 miles of trails for hiking and biking . There 
is ample opportunity for hiking, fishing and horseback 
riding in the nearby Rocky Mountains. Many rivers and 
lakes in the area offer a variety of water sports such as 
boating, water skiing, rafting and kayaking. 

History of Loveland 

Although the City of Loveland was established in 1881, many believe the first settlers arrived around 1858 
creating a settlement called Miraville. One of those settlers, Mariano Medina, established a stage coach 
station for the Overland Stage Line which eventually became Fort Namqua and the location for a federal 
post office. 



History of loveland (continued) 
Around the same time the first phase of homesteaders began to arrive establishing farms in the Big 
Thompson Valley around Devil's Backbone and the Big Thompson River. Namaqua continued to grow under 
Medina and then postmaster, Hiram Taddler; but as Medina's health began to turn, so did the fortunes of 
Namaqua. By the time Medina died in 1878 Namaqua had faded into history. Markers for the Medina family 
graves can be found at Namaqua Park in the far west part of Loveland just South of Highway 34. 

As Namaqua was withering away another settlement in the area was beginning to flourish, St. Louis. The 
settlement gained its name thanks to Andrew Douty, the owner of a flour mill in the area, who was printing 
"St. Louis" on his flour bags as a marketing ploy. The community of St. Louis was beginning to flourish and 
was even considered for the county seat in 1868, losing to Fort Collins (the military camp established to 
protect the Overland Stage Line). 

In 1873 a new flour mill owner arrived to the area, David Barnes. Barnes and his wife, Sarah, moved their 
family from the then boomtown of Golden, Colorado, to a 320-acre farm north of the Big Thompson River 

and between Namqua and St. Louis. Barnes had learned from his good 
friend, William A. H. Loveland, the President of the Colorado Central 
Railroad, that a newly-constructed line of the railroad would be 
extended from Denver to Fort Collins and eventually Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 

Although Barnes was raising wheat on his farm he immediately began 
platting a new town on an 80-acre site next to the surveyed line of the 
railroad that went through his wheat field. In 1877 Barnes donated 
part of his farm to the railroad for its right-of-way. By December of 
1877 the railroad had its depot complete and ready for service. 

Construction of the town began without delay in the spring of 1878. 
Merchants from St. Louis began to relocate one mile upstream to 
Loveland and brought their buildings as well to be closer to the 
railroad. Homes began to follow shortly thereafter and on May 11, 
1881 the residents voted to incorporate. Although many felt the town 
should be named Barnesville it's not without coincidence the farmer 
and developer, David Barnes chose to name the town after his good 
friend, W.A.H. Loveland. 

Barnes was adored by the residents of Loveland for his willingness to 
help a neighbor and was referred to as "Uncle Dave." Barnes passed away in 1886, but his original home still 
stands and remains in use today as a dwelling on Ernest Place. 

The railroad helped Loveland establish itself as a shipping point for farmers, ranchers and even lumber 
suppliers. This led to the town's rapid growth, as Loveland had approximately 250 residents in 1882 and by 
1885 its population had surpassed 900. Loveland had also gained its own weekly newspaper the Reporter, 
the predecessor to the present community daily, the Loveland Reporter-Herald . 





Northern Colorado - Community Links 
Chambers of Commerce and Visitor Centers 

• Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce www.fcchamber.org 
• Fort Collins Visitors Center www.ftcollins.com 
• Greeley Chamber of Commerce www.greeleychamber.com 
· Loveland Chamber of Commerce www.loveland.org 
• Loveland Visitors Center www.loveland.org 
• Windsor Chamber of Commerce www.windsorchamber.net 
• Compass of Larimer County- A living report on the quality of life, pulls together data 

from various sources that indicate our community's social, economic and environmental 
health www.larimer.org/compass 

County and State of Colorado 
· Larimer County www.larimer.org 
· Weld County www.co.weld.co.us 
• State of Colorado www.state.co.us 
• Local Governments- City of Fort Collins www.fcgov.com; City of Greeley 

www.ci.greeley.co.us; City of Loveland www.ci.loveland.co.us; Town of Windsor 
www.ci. windsor.co.us 

Education 
• Colorado School Comparison www.state.co.us/schools 
• Aims Community College (Greeley & Loveland) www.aims.edu 
• Colorado State University (Fort Collins) www.colostate.edu 
• Front Range Community College (Fort Collins) www.frcc.cc.co.us 
• Fort Collins Schools www.psd.k12.co.us (Poudre School District) 
• Greeley Schools www.greeleyschools.org (Weld County District) 
• Loveland Schools www.thompson.k12.co.us (Thompson District) 
• Windsor Schools www.thompson.k12.co.us 
• University of Northern Colorado (Greeley) www.unco.edu 
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